Case report: left ventricular apical hypertrophy in progressive limb-girdle muscular dystrophy.
Cardiac involvement is uncommon in patients with limb-girdle muscular dystrophy. This report describes a patient in whom concentric hypertrophy localized to the apical left ventricle was revealed during a long clinical course of skeletal muscular dystrophy, with evolving electrocardiographic changes also compatible with apical hypertrophic cardiomyopathy. Endomyocardial biopsy revealed similar histologic changes in the skeletal muscle biopsy specimen, characterized by muscle fiber atrophy and hypertrophy with a mild degree of interstitial fibrosis. The pathogenesis of cardiac hypertrophy in this case is unclear. However, the pathologic findings suggest that the myocardium may be involved in the same dystrophic process as the skeletal muscles.